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which latter connected in the north with the mountains of
Queensland.
The first immigrants were people who, according to the laws
of England in the latter half of the eighteenth century, were con-
sidered * criminals," but who often were guilty of no worse crime
than that poverty or misery which drives men and women to
commit some petty offence such as the theft of a loaf of bread or
a few apples. The intention was to form the first penal settlement
on the shores of Botany Bay, so called because the naturalist
who accompanied Captain Cook found a large number of new
botanical specimens there. Actually, however, it was formed at
Port fackson, farther north. The colony itself was called New
South Wales, and Sydney was the capital. The island of Tas-
mania, then part of New South Wales, was converted into a penal
station in 1803, and the convicts were gathered together in the
neighbourhood of the present city of Hobart. In 1825 the city of
Brisbane, the capital of Queensland, was founded. During the
thirties a settlement at the head of the bay called Port Phillip was
named after Lord Melbourne, and it became the capital of the
province of Victoria. Adelaide, the capital of South Australia,
daises back to the same period, but Perth, the capital of Western
Australia, remained an insignificant village until the days of the
great western gold rush of the nineties. As for the northern terri-
tory, administered by the Commonwealth, although it has an area
of half a million square miles, it has only 5000 inhabitants, of
whom less than 2000 live in Port Darwin, on the Timor Sea, one
of the finest natural harbours in the world, but without a ycstige
of trade.
In 1901 these six states, with 6,000,000 inhabitants, of whom
three-quarters lived in the cast, formed the Commonwealth of
Australia, and seven years later they decided to build themselves
a new capital called Canberra, situated 200 miles south-west of
Sydney and not fir away from Mount Kosciusco, the highest
mountain of Australia.
In 1927 the Dominion took possession of its new headquarters,
and this has coincided with a time of great stress and difficulty.
The development of the country has been a costly affair, and it